
                   

          

     

       
  

             

Getting a school-based Aboriginal Language Program off the ground: 

A step by step guide 

Compiled from input from language program participants at the OBOS Sharing Workshop, Coffs 
Harbour, 22-24/8/06. 

Jennifer Munro and Susan Poetsch, Aboriginal Curriculum Unit, NSW Office of the Board of Studies 

View from plane around Griffith NSW. All photos taken by Susan Poetsch, OBOS, during the course of project work in 2006unless otherwise indicated. 



 
   

                

First steps... 

Consultation, Consultation, Consultation
 

First workshop in 2006 with Hillston Central School and Hillston community members. Photo taken by Jennifer Munro, OBOS. 



TALK to your Aboriginal community, 

especially elders, Aboriginal educators, 

Aboriginal organisations or Aboriginal 

language researchers 

Wiradjuri elders, Aboriginal educators and language researchers performing 
as part of Parkes High School, Wiradjuri Language Program team. 

-Some questions to ask. 

Have you been working on your language in the community? 

If not, do you want to reclaim or revitalise your language? 

If so, who should be involved or who should we talk to? 

Which Aboriginal language to teach? 

Who will learn the language (Aboriginal students or whole of school)? 

What support can you give? 



    

           
    

           

           

         

       

      

    

    

 

         

TALK to your school, especially the
 

Principal and executive staff, 

Aboriginal educators, classroom and 

language teachers. 

Vincentia High School, Dharawal/Dhurga Language Program team. 

-Some questions to ask. 

Which language to teach (either French, Italian etc. or an Aboriginal

language)?
 

Will an Aboriginal language have equal status to any other language?
 

Who will learn the language (which year or stage)?
 

Who might be involved in the school?
 

What support can you give?
 



TALK to support agencies and find 

help 

-Some questions to ask. 

Is there an Aboriginal language centre or committee? 

Are there any training programs people can do? 

Who do we contact at the following agencies: 
– Department of Education and Training (DET), either at the Aboriginal Education

and Training Directorate (AETD) or K-12 Curriculum Directorate, Languages Unit 
– Office of the Board of Studies (OBoS) 
– Catholic Schools Office (CSO) 

Anna Ash (Coordinator) Many Rivers Language Centre, Sharon Smith, 
Barry Hoskins and Ken Walker (Chairperson) Muurrbay Language and 
Culture Co-operative Ltd, Nambucca Heads. 



 
    

      

Next steps... 

Finding the resources you need
 

The Barwon River fish traps, Brewarrina NSW. 



  

        

        

         

        

         

           
    

        
      

Human Resources
 

Brad Steadman, Aboriginal language researcher and Tamsin Donaldson, Linguist
 
working on language(s) of Brewarrina.
 

Find the people to teach the language.
 

Find the linguists or Aboriginal language researchers with expertise in the
 
Language. 


Find someone in the school willing to act as Coordinator.
 

Find Aboriginal people with knowledge of the language.
 

Find out if there other school/community teams teaching this language and make contact.
 

Find out if there any Language or classroom teachers that are interested in becoming
 
involved and make contact.
 



  

          
   

           

            
   

         

       
      

Language resources
 

Hillston Central School, Ngiyampaa and Wiradjuri Language Program 

team discussing written language materials.
 

Find out if there are published materials, such as grammars, word lists or 
dictionaries and get copies. 

Find out if there are written or audio archival materials and get copies. 

Find out if there are tapes or videos in the language, which are being used 
and request copies. 

Ask everybody about how and where you might find language materials. 



  

             
 

         

            
       

        
 

     

     
       

Teaching resources
 

Vincentia High School, Dharawal/Dhurga Language Program team 

using some teaching resources they have made.
 

Get to know the NSW Aboriginal languages K-10 Syllabus. You can download it from 
www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au 

You can also download some curriculum support materials from the same site. 

Find out if there are already teaching materials in the language and ask for copies.
Otherwise you’ll have to start making some. 

Find out if there are other materials you could borrow from otherschool/community 
groups. 

Create a list of contacts and websites… 

www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au


         
     
             
                

       

You’ve carried out your background research with initial consultations 
and gathering of resources. 
Now don’t forget it’s all about the joy of learning the language, which 
may seem a long way off, but with one step at a time we’ll eventually get 
there. 

Where to from here? 

Jervis Bay with Point Perpendicular in the distance. 



Strong steps the community can take... 

Gumbaynggirr language workers from Muurrbay Language and Culture Co-op Ltd and/or Many Rivers Language Centre, Nambucca Heads. 

Create language learning groups 

Consider developing adult courses 

For community members considering becoming teachers 
-find out who has a willingness to teach 
-find out about employment opportunities 
-allow enough lead in time to learn language and gain confidence 

Consider creating a community language centre 

Develop an open relationship with the school(s) 

Make contacts but most of all get involved. 



      

        

       
   

    
             
        
         
       

       
       

      

  

    
 

       

     
   

Brewarrina Central School, Aboriginal Language Program 
team. 

Strong steps the school can take... 

Encourage interested teaching staff to become involved 

Develop an open relationship with the Aboriginal 
community(/ies) based on trust 

Consider some of the following: 
- Place a welcome sign to the school in the Aboriginal Language 
- Place Aboriginal art around the school 
- Place other signs around the school in the Aboriginal language 
- Create a room for Aboriginal language and culture 

Provide the appropriate advice about placing an 
Aboriginal language program in the curriculum of the 
school in full consultation with the community 

Seek out funding sources 

Provide teaching support for Community Language 
teachers. 

Make contacts but most of all get involved 



 

       

Travelling the road together
 

The road coming away from Brewarrina, NSW. 



      
    

    
     

     

    
   

       

   

   

       

        
     

Build a strong team made up of community 
members, school staff and linguists 

Sharing makes us stronger; see what other 
language groups are doing, learn from each 
other’s programs 

Parkes High School, Wiradjuri Language Program team. Acknowledge the contribution of each team member 

Attend workshops, training courses or professional 
development activities about Aboriginal languages 

Bring all the human, language and teaching 
resources together 

Learn language together as a team 

Learn language from each other 

John Brown teaching Yuwaalaraay at the 2006 Aboriginal Language 
Sharing Workshop, Coffs Harbour. 



          
      

          

You’ve come a long way already so share the view 
of your language journey so far. 

Mouth of the Nambucca River, Nambucca Heads, NSW. 



   

 

         

Some advice to 
grow a strong 
school Plan and 
Programme  

Trees near the bank of the Lachlan River, Hillston NSW. 



Bring the Aboriginal Language Program team together 

Aboriginal people must be involved in the 
programming within the school since they are 
the ones who will deliver lessons in the 
classroom 
Classroom and Language teachers bring 
teaching activities and appropriate language 
teaching methodology to the team 
Linguist and Aboriginal Language 
Researchers bring knowledge of the 
language and other Aboriginal languages 

and Jutta Besold, Linguist from the Vincentia High School Dharawal/ 
Dhurga Language Program. 

Then Plan and Program together 

Wendy Brown, Community member, Karen Lane, Languages teacher 

- Become familiar with the NSW Aboriginal languages K-10 Syllabus 
- Calculate how many hours, how many weeks, how many lessons per week 
- Write a Scope and Sequence, which involve putting the following aspects 

together: 
-Culturally appropriate themes and topics 
-Language content that can be taught within certain themes 
-Language teaching activities and styles 

- Write the Units of Work 
-Use your Units of Work to develop lesson plans 



    

    

      

Ready, set, GO! 

As a team, begin teaching! 

Emus on the way back from Brewarrina, NSW. 




